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Legislation
PWR Act, PaCE, CCRI, & CCPE



Legislation

May 2016 Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (PWR) Act signed into law

July 2016 PWR takes effect

July 2017 PaCE Framework outlined

May 2022 Public Act 102-0917 signed into law, builds upon PWR, emphasis on 
PaCE and CCPE

July 2023 PaCE updated framework includes middle school grades



Nuance in the legislation

• Schools need to have a framework articulated by July 1, 2025 
• Can be Illinois PaCE 
• Can be locally developed PaCE 
• ISAC fully supports locally developed PaCE frameworks 

• PWR Act is the source document for PaCE, CCRI, and CCPE



PWR 
Elements

Postsecondary and Career Expectations 
(PaCE)

Transitional Instruction

College and Career Pathway 
Endorsements (CCPE)

Competency-Based Education (CBE) 
pilot



PaCE, CCRI, 
CCPE Crosswalk

PaCE-Crosswalk.pdf  (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/PaCE-Crosswalk.pdf


Public Act 
102-0917

• Builds upon PWR Act 

• Emphasis on two elements; 

• PaCE Framework (Illinois 
PaCE) 

• College & Career Pathway 
Endorsements (CCPE) 

• Sets July 1, 2025 as opt in/out 
deadline 

• Which PaCE Framework? 
• CCPE go/no go?



HR 681

 ISAC  ISBE

ISAC & ISBE



PaCE Frameworks
Middle School & High School



PaCE across the state

• 233 schools and districts 
implementing PaCE 

• 173 customized frameworks 
• 60 Illinois PaCE framework 

Local Board WIOA Update (illinoisworknet.com)

https://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA/Resources/Documents/PaCE-Overview-10.4.23.pdf


Framework’s purpose

• Tool to guide efforts 
• Replicability 
• Accountability 
• Flexibility



Middle School 
PaCE

• 3 categories 
• Aspiration 
• Self-Advocacy 
• Planning 

• Across 6, 7, and 8th grades

Middle-School-Illinois-PaCE-Framework-07012023.pdf  (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/Middle-School-Illinois-PaCE-Framework-07012023.pdf


High School PaCE

• 3 categories 
• Career Exploration & 

Development 
• Financial Aid & Literacy 
• Post-secondary Education, 

Exploration, Preparation, 
and Selection 

• 3 types of  learning/doing 
• Action items 
• Understandings 
• Milestones/time-sensitive 

tasks

High-School-Illinois-PaCE-Framework-07012023.pdf  (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/High-School-Illinois-PaCE-Framework-07012023.pdf


Customizing

• Across 9th-12th grades 
• Same three categories: 

• Career 
• Postsecondary 
• Financial Aid/Literacy 

• Can create benchmarks 
that align with your 
institution’s goals, strategic 
plan, and culture 

• PaCE Framework High 
School (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/HS-PaCE-Framework-Template.pdf
https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/HS-PaCE-Framework-Template.pdf


Customized 
Sample, Ottawa 

High School

• Financial Aid & Literacy: 
• Understand that taking the 

right courses in high school 
can reduce the cost of  
college 

• How salary impacts standard 
of  living 

• Postsecondary Education, 
Exploration, Preparation, 
& Selection 
• Outline a plan of  high 

school courses to prevent 
remediation at the college 
level

OTTAWA-FRMWRK.pdf  (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/OTTAWA-FRMWRK.pdf


Troubleshooting PaCE
Using PaCE as a data generator



Inventory for 
implementation

• Review each benchmark 

• Admin support 

• Resources 

• Alignment with other 
initiatives 

• Student population 

• Partnerships in community 

• Costs



PaCE development team

• Necessary if  customizing your framework 
• Consensus on benchmarks and grade levels where it lives 
• Cross-disciplinary team 

• Counselors 
• Administrators 
• Teachers



PaCE implementation team

• For all types of  PaCE (custom or IL PaCE) 
• Collaboration across school, district, community 
• Address and implement programing 
• Evaluate effectiveness 
• Disaggregate data to ensure equity



PaCE implementation process

Inventory

Prioritize  
Gaps

Create 
Action Plan

• Inventory 
• Currently done/working 
• Strengths/weaknesses 
• Benchmarks met/not 

• Prioritize Gaps 
• Where happening? 
• Resources/strategies to address 

• Create Action Plan 
• Implementing activities

PaCE Resource Materials (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


PaCE Resources



• PaCE Implementation Guide 
• PaCE-Implement-Guide-Oct2021.pdf  (isac.org) 

• ISAC professional development webinar listings: 
• Professional Development Offerings (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/PaCE-Implement-Guide-Oct2021.pdf
https://www.isac.org/pd/training-workshops.html


Student Checklists by grade
PaCE Resource Materials (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


PaCE Training
PaCE Support Request (isac.org)

https://www.isac.org/pace/Pace-Support-And-Training/pace-request-form.html


What questions 
do you have for 

us?
Brian Gordon 

Brian.gordon@jjc.edu 

Patty Zuccarello 
pattyzuccarello@gmail.com
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